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M E S S AG E   f r o m  t h e   P R E S I D E N T
CECILIA YOUNG

The Fall Equinox on September 22 marked the official beginning of  Autumn. It is so hard 

for us in sunny South Florida to grasp, but 2018 is quickly drawing to a close. This always 

seems to me a bittersweet season marked by celebrations, beginnings and endings.

This October meeting is our last one of  the year. Once again, I would like to remind 

everyone that we will soon need to elect a new Board. Please think about what you would like 

to see happening in the Guild this coming year. Then consider how you could bring about 

the changes that you envision and place your name in the running to become a member of  

the Board.

I hope that 2018 has thus far been a joyful year marked by love, health and penmanship.

The Best Always,

Cecilia Young
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UPCOMING 
QUARTERLY

MEETING

Saturday, October 13, 2018

10:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.

Aventura Branch Library

2930 Aventura Blvd.

Aventura FL  33180

Agenda
10:00      Sign up and Placement; 

               Introduction of  New Members

10:30      Message from the President

11:00      Workshops and Committees

12:15      Door Raffle and Closing

12:30      Join us for lunch after the meeting

Board of Directors
PRESIDENT        

Cecilia Young

VICE PRESIDENT  

Marie Marcano 

SECRETARY                    

Lynn Zakevich     

TREASURER            

Monica Marquez

MEMBER-AT-LARGE           

Broncha Klainbaum
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U P C O M I N G

Mini  Workshop 

OCTOBER 3  -  JACQUELINE CORREA

OCTOBER 18 - MARY GLENDA BEELER

OCTOBER 25 - BEATRIZ MARFA-LINLEY
    

OCTOBER 29 - ANNABEL DELGADO

NOVEMBER 14 - ELAINE LAESER SISMAN

NOVEMBER 16 - CECILIA YOUNG

NOVEMBER 22 - BRENDA ZOBY

NOVEMBER 24 - JOAN BARREN

DECEMBER 4 - SONDRA GALPERIN

DECEMBER 19 - GILLIAN CHEN

DECEMBER 22 - JULIANNE GONZALEZ

BIRTHDAYS
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Jennilyn Nevins discovered calligraphy in elementary school at a Renaissance Festival. She soon got her 

first Speedball starter kit and practiced those letter forms until her little hands hurt. She knew early on that 

calligraphy would be something she would keep coming back to over the years. Her creative endeavors include 

watercolor, photography, quilling, pottery, art journaling, scrapbooking, and 

so much more. She loves to find ways to incorporate techniques from different 

art forms into a single project. 

As a corporate attorney, she rarely gets the chance to flex her creativity in 

her career. She finds balance in her life by carving out time to create. As a new 

mom, it’s harder but more imperative than ever to make that time for herself. 

Becoming a member of the South Florida Calligraphy Guild has inspired an 

even greater appreciation of the joy art brings to her life. 

She shares my projects regularly on her blog and instagram account: paperpremise.com and @JennilynFT

THE artist  BEHIND THE COVER

artwork  by  Jennilyn  Nev ins



J E N N I LY N ’ S  G O - T O  T O O L S
Jennilyn has been kind enough to share with us some of her go-to

 tools she uses for her calligraphy and artwork. 
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01   TILTED INK  HOLDER
$13;   johnnealbooks.com

02  ASH BUSH PEN REST
$14;   johnnealbooks.com
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04 TRAVEL WATERCOLOR 
PALETTE

$40;  etsy.com
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06  PALOMINO PENCIL ,
12  PACK
$22;  www.jetpens.com

05  BRODY PEN
$65;   www.handwritmic.com/products

07  KURETAKE 
FUDE METALLIC 

BRUSH PENS
$11;   amazon.com
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03  MOBLIQUE DUAL PEN
$10;   johnnealbooks.com



A caut ionary Tale

story by Jacqueline CORREA

t was another inquiry about a calligraphy 

commission, so I thought nothing of  it. Life 

had been a little chaotic. My son just started school 

for the first time, and we signed a contract to buy 

a house within the next month so the thought of  taking on 

another project was a little daunting with the prospective of  

having to pack my whole house away.

The client originally texted me, which was a little out of  

the norm. He got my contact information from Yelp, which 

led me to think nothing of  it. There were some red flags that 

should have deterred me right away, but with the prospect 

of  buying a house, I figured I could use the extra income. 

Red Flag Number One: Unusual Client Profile. 
The client introduced himself  as Michael O’Neil and 

went on to inquire about the pricing of  calligraphed 

wedding vows and invitations. Now I know this is a blanket 

statement, but usually when dealing with weddings, 9 

times out of  10 the bride is the one who contacts me 

about invitations. So it was a little unusual that the client 

was male, but not enough for me to turn down the job. 

Red Flag Number Two: Excessive Demands. 
Michael first wanted me to calligraph 2 sets of  

wedding vows, one for him and one for his wife which I 

thought was strange since I figured they going to be 

living together. I’m not sure why would they need two 

hand done copies of  vows. Once his wife (not fiancée) 

thought the vows were “perfect” they would consider 

using me to create their invitations.  Even with his high 

8

demand of  perfection I still was willing to take on the job.

Red Flag Number Three: Unusual Timing. When 

I asked him when he needed the vows by he told me “as 

soon as possible”. Since I had a lot of  projects in the works 

both personally and professionally, I gave him a two month 

deadline to have the vows finished. To which he replied 

would be fine since they had still two months until their 

wedding. Two months until their wedding? And they don’t 

have invitations sent out yet? And they are going to wait two 

months until I even create the invitations? 

Red Flag Number Four: Refunding a Portion 
of  the Check. He asked for the deposit amount and let 

me know his accountant would send me a check right 

away via FedEx. The next day, he texted me a whole spiel 

that his accountant mixed up my name with the event 

planner and gave me the deposit that was to go to the 

I

“THERE  WERE 
some red flags 

that should 
have deterred 

me r ight away. . . 
but  I  f igured I 
could use  the 

extra income . ”



event planner, and the event planner received my deposit. 

He explained to me that his accountant just went in for a 

medical surgery and wouldn’t be able to write a new check 

and asked if  I could deposit the check and send the Event 

Planner the remaining money. 

Red Flag Number Five: Western Union/Money 
Order.  I told him I would be willing to send the event planner 

the remaining money. A few days later he was concerned 

because the Event Planner was getting impatient and asked 

if  I could wire transfer the money to the event planner. I 

told him when I received the check I would send him a 

picture and forward 

the difference to the 

event planner. A few 

days later I received 

the check at 9:00pm 

and sent him the 

promised picture. I 

asked for the Event 

Planner’s PayPal 

or Venmo account. 

Michael said the 

event planner did 

not have a PayPal or 

Venmo and wanted 

me to deposit the 

check through my 

phone or if  there was an ATM Terminal I could go deposit 

the check. To which I told him I would go the next day 

and deposit it and wait for the check to clear before sending 

the money to the event planner. Then he asked if  I could 

transfer the money via Western Union or MoneyGram.

Thankfully my husband who works for a local bank was 

with me when I received the check so I told him what 

Michael wanted me to do. He looked at me and said 

“Jacqueline, that is fraud.” After taking a closer look at 

the check which was coming from a company, and then 

checking to see if  Michael O’Neil owned the company 

through SunBiz, we came to discover that it was a bad check. 

Not to mention the signature on the check was clearly not his.

As a banker, my husband has been trained to know 

when these types of  things occur and he called the bank 

on the check to tell them the business account was likely 

compromised. As far as Michael goes, I told him I was 

voiding the check, took a picture and told him he could 

write both of  us new checks for the correct amounts. 

He said I would have to wait until his accountant 

was out of  surgery. I haven’t heard from him since. 

So moving forward, here are some helpful tips. Never 

accept a check 

that then in return you 

have to send money 

back to the owner or 

another person. It 

is likely fraud. They 

can send you another 

check or money 

transfer if  they are 

really a legit customer. 

After the first two red 

flags let the customer 

know that you might 

not be right for the job. 

Usually if  you have 

multiple flags you are 

taking on a bad client.

I’m a bit embarrassed that it took five red flags for me to 

actually cut ties with Michael and honestly, had my husband 

not been there to tell me not go through with it, I’m not 

sure I would have realized I was being taken advantage 

of. I share this story to let other small business owners and 

creatives like me to be aware of  these types of  situations. If  

a situation is making you uncomfortable and seems unusual 

go with your gut and stop the transaction there. 
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South Florida Calligraphy Guild
Post Office Box 430703
South Miami, Florida 33243

Artwork by Jennilyn Nevins


